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PLAIN DEALER. 
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= FAVE fomewhéfe, met 
Bi witha Story, of one of the 
ancient Princes, “of the 
eee Eat, I think, ic was An- 
, ana! “© tochus, m= He was hunt- 
ing,and loft his Followers ; 
ge ‘and Night coming on, 
“ii after a tedious Wander- 
x Sewer) ing, over Heaths, and 
ee eee Deter tie) Forefts, he came atlaft, to 
ke ssmaerw 4 fittle Cortage, where the 
Poor People were at Supper, and entertain’d him, 
very chearfully, as a Traveller, who had loft his way. 
The chief Subject of their Difcoufe, was concerning 
the King, and his Minifters. — As for theKing bim- 
felf, they accus’d him of mo Vices. — They {poke of 
him with much Duty; and agreed, That he meant 
well, and was defirous of his Subject’s Happinefs : 
Bur he was not, they faid, fo abfoluely, the AZ- 
narch of his Minifters, as of his People : Submitting 
his own Senfe of Affairs, and the Authority of his 
Determinations, to Men of lefs Verrue, and Under- 
ftanding, than Hitnfeif; and giving Way to Eafe, and 
Indolence, while he devol'’d the Power of his Office, 
on Wrerches, whofe Hearts were too narrow, and 
their Paffions too violent, to deferve any Government 
at all; much lefs That of a Kingdom! 


THE King faid little to all This ; bur laid ic up, 
for his Ufe, and Benefit: And, in the Morning, when 
his Guards, and the Great Men, of his Court, having 
follow’d the Track of his Horfe, were come to him, 
at the Cortage, he receiv'd: them with this Declarati- 
on. — You are miftaken, if you fuppofe, I have been, all 
Night, out of my Way. —» Ihave fate in Counfel, with 
an Affembly of the only Honeft, and faithful Advifers, I 
‘ever met with, fince I became your Sovereign : Nor did 1 
ever bear a Word, of the True Condition of my Affairs, 
before I learnt it, in this Cottage. 
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T HE Condition of a Nation; where Minions have 
their Prince in Pupzlage, is fo vaftly the Reverse of 
Ours, That a Difcourfe, on a fuch a Subject muft be 
forc'd to draw Examples, either from the Hiftories of 
Foreign Countries, or from our own, remoy'd, far 
backward. — Bunt, as the Bleffing of a perfect Health 
is never better underftood, and valued, than while he, 
who is fo happy as to enjoy it, employs himfelf in 
reading the Symptoms, of {ome dangerous, and dread- 
ful Difeafe, fo the Comfort, which we, Free Britons 
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2. “ne” ae - o 
Uiemur exemplss, ut non pejora fuperfint —— Juv. 


muft receive, from a Comparifon, of our own Happi- 
nefs, with the Mifery of Others, is an Argument, which 
convinces me, that no Theme delerves, more -juftly, 
the Confideration of aPLAIN DEALER. 


1 WILL venture to lay it down, as a .VWaxim, 
That, where the Soul of a - Minister is not Great 
enough, to overlook, and forgive, and to drown all 
Perfonal Regards, in the Ocean of bis Publick Cares, 
let his osher Vertue elitées. be. : 
numerous, and fo fhining, he will confound bis Prin 
ce’s Intereft, with his own private Refentments: dns 
fread of healing Divifions, be will inflame them ; and, 
by a Thoufand paffionate Extravagancies, draw upon 
himfelf a Univerfal Hatred ; and, upon his:Sovereigns. 
a Contempt, that is the moft dangerous of all Motives 
to Sedition ; and, what wife Princes have been | care- 
ful to guard themielves againft, by a. Spirit, and A&i- 
vity, which, even where they have not been /ov'd, 
ferv'd, at leaft, to make them fear’d; which is the 
next fare Anchor of Obedience, : 


T HE Beft of Princes have had heir Favourites-+- 
But, it is the eafieft Thing in the World co diftin-: 


guifh the AZINION from the AZINISTE R, 
The MINISTER is his Prince’s Inftrument ; The 


MINIOQN makes an Inftrument. of this Prince: 
Under a MIN/STER, the common Themes, of: 


all publick Converfarion, are his Great Defigns, for 


the Ornament, or the Intereit, of the Kingdom... 


Benevolence, Mercy, Wifdom, Generofity, and Mag- 
nificence, flow*down upon the People, in a Cur- 
rent of new Laws, and Benefits. —' On the contrary, 
under a AZI NION, nothing is talk’d of, bur: his 


Subtlety, his Malice, and his Avarice! — Litre; 


weathercock Artifices, and temporary Shifts, and. Ex- 
pedients, ftand in Place of a fteady Policy, and a 
manly Courfe of Equanimity. — Oppreffion, Prid-, 


Sufpicion, Fattion, Bitternefs, and Partiality, are the 
Products of his Influence: And the Law, which. 


fhou’d be the Meafure of his Rule, is the Nofe of 
Wax, to his Ambition / — The MINIS TE R takes 
Delight to inquire our Men of Learning, or of Ver- 
tue, that his Bounty may raife them high enough ro 
fhine, like Stars, upon his Adminiftration!.—— The 
MINION hates Difcernment, becaufe he knows bim- 
felf unfit to be look'd into ; and, therefore,appropriates 
Rewards, and Preferments, to the AZercenary, and the 
Ignorant, — In fhort, the AZINISTER is wife; Bur 
the AZINION is cfi'y cunning, ‘7 
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IT isfinely obferv'd by Ariforle, in his Difcourfe 
concerning Government, “ That Monarchy, when its 
“ Power ts wilely divided, piers Save Counfels, 
* none encroaching on the other's Boundaries, draws 
“ into it felf all Advantages, which are attainable 
“ by any of the Common.Wealth Syfiems: But, is in 
“ nothing fo weak, and unftable, as ia the Folly of 
** partial Kings, who, ruling by their Paffion, inftead 
** of their Reafon, remove Truth out of their hearing, 
* and fabmit their Will co the Guidance of fome one, 
“ fole, Dire&lor ; neither examining Things, Them- 
* felees, nor allowing Others to examine them. 


SU CH ‘a Political Morfierof a MINION, we 
read of, in the Avnads of France, “ In the Year Nine 
“ hundred and nineteen, ( fays the Author, in his 
** Second Book) Charles liv'd, as it were, alone, in 
 Sosffons; de{pis'd, and forfaken, by his Peers, on 
“ Account of one HAG ANON, of Laon ; a Man, 
of vulgar Extraftion ; but who was, folely, trufted 
“ with the King’s Secrets ; and without whofe Con- 
currence, no Matter of Importance, con’d be done, 
either in the Court, or in the Kingdom. But the 
“ Credit of this New VUpftart was the Caufe of the 
“* King’s Ruin ; for the Gest Man refolw'd, at laft, 
“* no longer to endure, thar fuch a bale Scoundrel 
“ fhou’d be exalted, over the Heads of the whole 
“ Nobility. 
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_ Hagi-Fufouf, a Governor of Arabia, undet the 
Reign of Caliph Abdulmelec, met with a Stroke of 
‘ Unexpected Satyre, which gives a lively Reprefentati- 
on of the General Odium, thefe buie MINIONS 
are always deftin’d to live under. «_ He was hatred 
for his Cruelry, and Exactions ; bur carried, never- 
thelefs, an Out-fide of Charity, and Religion, He 
met a Dervis, one Day, in the Street ; and, having 
ftop’t; to give him Alms, recommended himfelf to his 
Prayers. — The Dervis, lifting up his Eyes, to Hea- 
ven , cry d out, ‘with a loud Voice, Take him from us, 
O Great God! Take him from us, I befeech Thee! 
Hagi-Fufouf was not farisfied with the Turn of this 

3 -began'to murmur at the Dervis: But 
the Holy Plain Dealer replied, with great Earneftnefs 
and Humility, — Ir is good for you, and for All the 
Moffulmans. : | 


THE Truth is, there is an unavoidable Neceffity, 
that Princes :fhou’d be. affifted by fuch Subjects as 
they think firto'Favour: But it is happy, where the 
Mafter has Spirit, and the Servant A4oderation : For, 
in that Gafe, the Mifchief will be either prevented, or 
corrected, before it’s Progrefs is become confiderable. 
~«Opinion, and the payer, AY Reafoning, have 
made a mighty Noife in the World, concerning the 
Differences 7 Arbitrary, and Limited, Govern- 
ment : But, in the Nature of Things, there ig nei- 
ther Abfolute Power, nor Freedom ; taking them in their 
fall Senfe. — Every Whale has its little leading Fifh, 
and follows it, with a Kind of unweildy Obfequiouf- 
nefs! This, in the Sea, has beén thought a Wonder, 
but few Things, on Land, are more ufual, and fami- 
liar.— The moft terrible, of the State Leviathans, have 
- been manag’d, and-led along, by'a Wife, a Miftre/s, 
a Wevourite, or fome orher {uch dimunitive Pilot: So, 
that, in an unlimited Signification, there is no fuch 
Thing as Monarchy. ‘ 


THE Grand Signior it is true, can caufe any of 
his Subjects to be Strangied; withont affigning other 





Reafon for -it, ‘than his Imperial Will, and Pleafure, 


But, how feldom is this done, at his cwn mere M- 
tion; and how often, at thatof his py and tyfan- 
nic Afinion’s ?—~ 1 my felf, (fays a Writer of the laft 
Age) have known fome Sovereigns, fo far Strangers to 

‘was convenient, that they wou'd fcarce granty or deny, 
any thing, out of the Prefence of thesy Secretary. 


THERE is but one Confolation, which can give 
Men Patience, while they are /uffering, under the In- 








folence of fuch Upftart Tyrants: And that is, their 
reafonable Hope, that they fhall live to fee the Punifh- 
ment, when the Guilt is ripe enough for Vengeance. 
wm It is long, before a Prince can break out of the ob- 
(curing Mift, which fuch an Evil Counfelior will 
conjure up, and involve him in — But, when by Ac- 
cident, or Reflexion, he comes, at length, to clear 
his Eyefight, and fee Things, in their preper Colours, 
the Minion, then firft, becomes a Benefit to the People 
he has injur’'d; for he leaves them a Protection, in 
the Example of his Fall, which may guatd them, in 
Times to come, againft the Malice of a New 
Opprefior. — 






















































THE laft Emperor of China, was one of the 
greateft Monarchs, of his Age ; and for nothing more 
celebrated, than the Vigour, and Strictnels, of his 
Fuftice: But he was warm, in his Purfuits of Pleafure, 


‘and impatient of Interruption, when his Mind was 


intent upon it, The Viceroy of one of the Provinces, 
of thac vaft Empire that lay moft remore from the 
Imperial City, had wrongfully confifcated the Eftate. 
of an honeft Merchant, and reduc’d his Family ro the 
extremeft Mifery.— The poor Man found means to 
travel as far as tothe Emperor's Court, and carried 
back with hima Letrer to the Viceroy, commanding 
him to restore the Goods, which he had taken, fo 
illegally. 


FAR from obeying this Command, the Viceroy 
pur the Merchant in Prifon ; but he had the good For- 
tune to efcape, and went, once more, to the Capital, 
where he caft himfelf ac the Emperor's Feer, who 
treated him with much Humanity, and gave Orders, 
that he fhou’d have another Letter. The Merchant 
wepr, at this Refolution, andreprefenred bow ineffectu- 
al the Firft had prov’d; and the Reafons he had co 
fear, that the Second woud be as little regarded. 


THE Emperor, who had been ftopt, by this Com- 
plaint, as he was going, with much Haft, to Dine in 
the Apartment of a Favourite Lady, grew a little dif- 
compos’d,, and anfwer'd, with fome Emotion — / can 
do no more than fend my Commands: And, if he refufes 
to obey them, put thy Foot upom his Neck. — ¥ implore 

our Majefty’s Compaffion, reply’d the Merchant, 

olding faft the Emperor’s Robe, his Power is too 
mighty for my Weaknefs: And your Fuftice prefcribes 
a Remedy, which your W4fdom has never examin’d. 


THE Emperor had, by this Time, recollected 
himfelf ; and raifing the Merchant from the. Ground, 
faid, You are in the Right — To complain of bim was 
your Part, but it is mine to fee bim punifh'd.— 1 will ap- 
point Commiffioners, to go back with you, and make 
fearch into the Grounds of bis Proceeding ; with Power, 
if they find him guilty, to deliver bim into your Hands, 
and leave you Viceroy, in his flead. — For, Since you 
have tanght me how to Govern, You muft be able to 
Govern for me. 








ADVERTISEMENT. 
To. Morrow, being the sth of Fanuarys 
will be deliverd to the SusscriseERs 
. (by S.Richardfon, in Salisbury-Court , Fleet-freet.) 


ME MOIRS of the Reigns of FRANCIS II. 

and CHARLES IX. of France. Contain- 
ing a Particular Account of the Three Firft Civil Wars, 
Raifed and Carried on by the Huguenots in that King- 
dom. Wherein the moft Remarkable Paffages in the 
Reigns of King HENRY VIII. of. England, Queen 
ELIZABETH, and the Unfortunate MART Queen 
of Scots, are fet in a True Light. By AZICHAEL 
de CASTELNADV, Lord of Manvifiere, &c. who was 
Ambaffador for Ten Years at the Court of Queen 
Elizabeth, and principally concern’d in the Secret Tran- 
Saétions of thofe Times. Done into Englifh by a Gen- 
tleman, and publith’d for his Benefit. 
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